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Office of the Secrctary
For Immodiate Release: Jan. 26, 2OO5

WASHINGTON-Assistant Secretary of the trnteriq for FiS and Wildlife and Parks
Craig lvlanson annonced today that the Interior Department and tre state of Utah have
*igted a Mmorandum of Agreonent that addresses haze and visibility issues around
natimal parks in Utah and the Colorado Plateau.

"Air quality is aregional issue and is best solved when regions work togetber with state
md fed€ral land managers to reduce emissions," Manson said. "This is an impraut step
in qr efforts to assure clean air and sceiric vietils in areas tre Departmmt of the Interis
manages andthe publio enjrys."

The MOA cmpletes Utah's pqtion of a regimal plan fu protecting the visibility at
natimal parks on the Colorado Plateau. It assures that narional parls in Utah and on the
Colqado Plateau will have costdctive, pdlution'reduction plans that are corpled with
a m€rms to ensure all parks and wilderness areos are affmded smre benefit. The sites that
will benefit frm ftis agreement include Arches, hyce Canyon, Canymlands, Capitol
Reef and Zon national parks.

The agreernent clarifies the circumstances unds which industoial sqrces of sulfur
diodd€ may become srbject to Best Available R€trofit Technology requirem€nts no\il
thatlftah's Regimal Ilaze State Implementation Plaq and a fivo-state regianal emissims
cap is in place. Utah is the first of the five states (Arizma, Nerw Mexico, Wyming and
Oregon) that adqpted the emissions oap to puffue an MOA under fte Western Regional
Air Parhership lv{arket Trading Faum policies fc addressing specific industrial sdrces.

TheMOA isbased onpolicies tbe WesternRegional AirPafnership developdoverthe
last eigft years. The parmership is made up of 13 stales, m egual number of tribes, nnd
representatives of tbe Environmenel Protection Agency, tk U.S. Deparment of the
Interior and the U.S. Department of Agriculure. It was formed in 1997 to address
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regional air quality issues in th West, md its first effort has been to pnovide t€chicel
andpolicy slryportto implementthc recomrendati<rns of tb CtrandCanyonVisibility
Transport Contmission-

Formre infsmation aboutthe states md uibes that make up tb€WesternRegional Air
Pmership, go to tbe Internet at http://qrwwumpair.org/fasg/index.html.
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Dr. DimnpRNielson
ExocutiwDirector
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P.O. Wt l4t20-4t10
Satt lrtre CitY, IIf &[114

Deq Dr. Nielso:

It is my pleasr[p to have signed qlt.M**"aq of Agrecrne'm to prct€st scenic vistas itr

utah:s nstional @.oo ol to" cob;ti'rrm* 
-ui"t 

is the first 
-of 

the five $ares that has

adoded tbe &and Canyon visibility T;;"tt C";ss-ion-s approach to addrcss bazc' Utah is

ah; tbe first O finalizc an agreemcnt toffig SetStnUi"te"hai""t""" to &e market'based

sulfin dioxide emisions rcairstio strstea *riEil131tbis Meinormdrrm of Agrcemcm wi[

acconplish both the protection'and tbe iilplorrcm&t of visibility as well as providing c€rtaitry

in plaoning for induslrics in tbe statc' :
.^-* +a rnnteri qit

Thank you for being tbc lead€r in this inno\tative l"go*l prrogrm to prcect air quality in utlh

end other we*crn staFs' 
__.
SincerelY,

f*"i?
CraigMan6m
Assistatr SecrctrY

For Fish ild Wildlifc and Parts

Enclosurc

oc: JanMiller
Utah Divisio of Air QualitY
l50N 1950 w
P.O. Box 144820
salt lrke citv' uT 841 14-4820
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Craig Manson r h_r__
e"lii-. S"*"ttty for Fish and Wildlife and Pnlts

U.S. De,partncnt oftbc luterior
1849 C Strccil' NV
Washington' D.C.zm&

DerMr. Mmson:

The Western Regional Air Paroership (the WRAP) developed a progru thd *Pg be irsed by

rvestem states andtibes to protectthc "iribility ir'rytoort rt*t while also ploviding cemainty in

plnnning for thc fug" ioddti"l €nt€rpd;thr; are tbe so.ttoes of sone emissioos thd i'Dair

visibility. Implementation ofthis progfam requires aMcn-orandum of Agreemcnt betrYea

federat land managqs and individital Adtt. fnt Stutu of Utah is e'nclosing for yorn signdtrc two

oopies of thc Memorandum of Agle€metlttbs will an]lr-to th9 five federallv-protected (class D

#;t"ild; erch* Btd;cfivonlands, capitol Recfi' aodZonNdi@al Pa*s"

ThFWRAPismader4of13states,anequalnumberoftite,andTP'.Y.synoffre
Environorental 1,rorc&on Ag€ncl,-tb€ U.f Utpttto*l of thc Inhrior and the U'S' Deportncnt of

Agricultgre. ft ** tor-.d in6g7 to address i"gio*l q qTffiry issues in tbc Wosq d its fst

effort has becnto plovia" t""loi"tt *d poli"y tolpo.t-to implcmentthe reconmd*ions ofthc

Grand CmyonVisibility T'ran portConiissioo"'tUc Co.triissiompqmme$cA'thst emissions

of s'lfirr dioxide, U" pJUJ*tilut t^ tn" gr""t"tt effest oa visibility in westcrn parls' bc

J".rd ,hno6 a declining regionar ".irrio* cap backed rry wifr a markct trading proglam thd

would be trigg€red mly if the regronal "re;; ;;"t"dtd" The d€tails of tbe regional cap and

backstopnarket*,f,ini Fgtetr were d&ebpedtrroggba oons€nsull process to address

coffEms of all interested Pcties'

The declining regional emissions qp is inchdcd in the stato implementation plans submitod to

EpA by five stares-Arizona, New liexico, Wyomrlg; g6eBS and Utah--on Decembcr 3l' 2003'

il;-6;p-ttrion"oiSecdon 1698 oftbl Ciu- ailaot:otti"g tbe negotiati"T 
iltff*"ttth0vt''g+ RCV

;th" pt"gd atreded in&Nties wer€ conce,med tbat they nieht male reduction

dioxide to m"et thsr€gional emissions cap and thenlary ry. told by a federd land manager ftat .

their ernissions were contributiry to impairnentund€r Segtion 169A ofthe CleanAirAct' Tbey '

asked for a mccbanism,to give tu.*.ot" *tuiury tbd thqr could addrcss both istillcs in onc

e,nission reduction effort

Novembcr L2,2AM

| 6t Nod' reso wcsl' Do Bor 
i* f;Y,ff g;r:ffi.rffi(roD 

sscrftn' h (t0r) 536{05r
Wtsri&lrto,rt€



OL/28/2005 16:41 FAI  2022084684

Bestregards,

Encl.

A/S FISE/WILDLIFE/PARK
. r )

EU ooozoro

Page,2
Novenber 12,2004.'

:

National Park service stafrtook the l€ad in drafting a Mmorandum of Agr€c'De1fitrat s€ts fortb

the criteria that the federal fmA managem wiff ,oI" d€termini4g' rmder.Sectign 1694 whotrer

emissions firom a d;il;ddt.l6iltty ars contrib'utins to'visibility impaima in a Class I
, d,,,ea. The &aft was.review€d anA aperoyea UV 6. U'S: Dcp31tmelrt of Agiorltune' by states and

tibes, and by i"d,rstfal and envirorilentaf reprcsent*ivee. Utal included a coPy of fte draft

Me,norardum oregreement; G t€cbnical aoorucng snpportiug its plm submitrcd to EPA on

iiffiu*-ir, zoo3.
. .  i  I  A l  i -  6 L - - - -

utah staff appreciate the effijrts of National Park serrricc qtttrry by chris s-bavcr to bring thip

msttcr to yo* o*,i*" w" tcgu"d sig41g ttc rvr.?noryaq1 of Agrestrd as ao important

component of fte iat"-r.prc-ttadoo Frio o addr€ss hszr in utah's irational parrc. Therefore'

please sign both copies of ihe agr@mat md nfim one to me at the Sove 
ry

If you have questions, you can rcach 4e d (E0l) 5364'4()4

6ne R Nielson, PhD'


